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Williamson’s
Tunnels

Registered Charity
No: 1087822
Friends of Williamson’s Tunnels Company Limited by Guarantee
15-17 Chatham Place,
No: 3316101
Edge Hill,
Telephone Numbers:
Liverpool,
Phone/Fax: 0151 475 9833
L7 3HD
Mobile: 07906 935 769
Contact us: (mailing address only)

Our sites are not open to the public on a daily
basis. For information on our special open days:

The amazing subterranean kingdom
of Liverpool’s “King of Edge Hill”,
Joseph Williamson, maker of tunnels

www.williamsontunnels.com
E-mail:

info@williamsontunnels.com

Detach here

How to Find us:
Our two sites, Paddington (on Small road), “Paddington” and
Williamson’s House Site, Mason Street. See map below.
For GPS: Paddington = L7 3RG - House Site = L7 3EW
Please Note:
The brown Tourist road signs do not lead to our sites

Friends of...

williamsontunnels.com

@FoWT

Please be advised that our fully guided tours of Williamson’s Tunnels may
not be suitable for all persons, including children under the age of 10 years.
There are steps and stairs at Paddington, some surfaces are uneven, and
at Williamson’s House access is currently by ladder. If you have any queries, please contact us at the telephone number shown above.

Friends of Williamson’s Tunnels is a member and supporter of:
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Access to the tunnels:

Jan 2017

Please enrol me/us as member(s). Enclosed is a cheque / postal order crossed and made payable to: Friends of Williamson’s Tunnels

• That for your subscription to qualify for tax relief the amount of income and Capital Gains Tax paid by you must at least equal the amount of tax Friends of Williamson’s Tunnels will
reclaim from your donation in the tax year.
• 1 Senior citizens, unemployed, students, under 16’s and registered disabled. 2 Overseas membership applies to both individual or family memberships.
• FoWT is registered to process your information with the Information Commissioner, reg. no. Z3244851. We will not share your information with any other party unless you give us
permission or we are required to do so by law.

Please Note:

Date
Signature:

Phone No:

Post Code:

Address:

Name:

Gift Aid: Please help us more by signing and dating the following statement:
I wish the Friends of Williamson’s Tunnels to reclaim tax on all subscriptions that I have paid from 6 th April 2000, and on all future donations and contributions I make hereafter.

E-Mail Address:

Mobile No:

Where did you get this leaflet?

Senior Couple. £7.00
Concession £3.50
1

Individual: £5.00
Family: £7.50

Membership Application for Friends of Williamson’s Tunnels

2

Overseas £10.00

Join today to see more...

Please give your help and support to save this
amazing underground labyrinth hidden deep under
the streets of Liverpool. The tunnels are described
as “possibly the largest underground folly in the
world” by the international souterrain community.

“A strange place it is. Vaulted passages cut out of the solid rock;
arches thrown up by craftsmen’s hands, beautiful in proportion
and elegant in form, but supporting nothing. Tunnels formed
here—deep pits there. Yawning gulfs, where the foetid, stagnant
waters threw up their baneful odours. Here the work is finished
off, as if the mason had laboured with consummate skill to
complete his work, so that all the world might see and admire, although no human eyes, save those of the master’s, would ever be
set upon it. Here lies the ponderous stone as it fell after the
upheaving blast had dislodged it from its bed; and there, vaulted
over, is a gulf that makes the brain dizzy, and strikes us with terror
as we look down into it. Now we see an arch, fit to bridge a
mountain torrent; and in another step or two we meet another,
only fit to span a simple brook. Tiers of passages are met with, as
dangerous to enter as they are strange to look at .”

The tunnels are located in the Edge Hill district of
Liverpool, under an area of land centred on Mason St
and Paddington, bounded by Kinglake St, Grinfield St,
Smithdown Lane, Mount Vernon and Irvine St.
Much of the tunnels and
chambers already discovered are
filled with rubble, dumped by later
users of the land. The structures
remain largely intact and it is now
the task of
the Friends of
Williamson’s Tunnels to rescue and
renovate this fantastic and
mysterious underground world.
After many years of talks, the
Friends of Williamson’s Tunnels
successfully negotiated a lease to
a small piece of land in the
grounds of Liberty Living student accommodation. This
is our entrance to the Paddington site.
Between Nov 2012 and Nov 2016 we filled 159 skips,
around 1,500 tonnes of infill completely by hand. This
revealed a staggering cathedral-like chamber, almost
12m (39ft) high, which is some 18m (59ft) from ground
level down to the bedrock floor.
In Nov 2016 we were
granted a license by
Liverpool City Council for
the Mason Street site.
U n d e r
J o s e p h
Williamson’s house is the
Banqueting
Hall,
Sandstone Arch,
Wine
Bins and the Gash. We
will continue the identification and cataloguing of the
fascinating household items uncovered from the 1830’s
to the 1930’s. We have also Started the Big Dig 2 on
Mason Street, Re-discovering the lost Tunnels in this
area.
Exciting
times ahead...

from: James Stonehouse “Recollections of Liverpool by a Nonagenarian” - 1863

...the brainchild of the rich
and
eccentric
tobacco
merchant,
Joseph
Williamson, in order to give
work to the poor and
unemployed, and to the men
returning
from
the
Napoleonic Wars…

...miles of underground passages, chambers and caverns hacked out of solid
sandstone...
...highly crafted arches
lined
with
intricate
brickwork, buttresses
and spiral staircases
cut out of stone...
...work on the tunnels commenced in 1806
and ended with Williamson’s death in 1840...
...largely untouched and forgotten for over 150
years...

...one of Britain’s secret places…. In England’s
most special city...
Joseph Williamson, merchant trading with America and the
Baltic, ship owner, philanthropist, and maker of tunnels,
1769-1840
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...a unique architectural legacy now attracting
world-wide interest...

Help save this
important
Liverpool
Heritage…

Visit, Join,
Donate...

Scenes from the Labyrinth

Paddington, Mile Tunnel

Paddington, Dizzy height...

Detach here

The Situation Today

Paddington, Level 4

Williamson's House, Gash

Williamson's House, Wine Bins
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What are the Tunnels?

Williamson's House, Banqueting Hall

Williamson's House, Arch

